SPARTANSBURG COMMUNITY FAIR
A History of the Spartansburg Community Fair
by Deborah Fish Stranahan (written and published for the 50th Fair in 1972)
During the course of my relatively brief life, it is difficult, if not impossible, for me to
conceive of the Spartansburg Community and School Fair as having been dissimilar in
any manner to my fond memories of such. Tripping upon my mind are reflections and
images of, “Buy a Booster Badge?”; “Would you ride on the Ferris wheel with me?”;
mud; crepe paper; holding a nervous hand; “My carrots won first prize!”; vinegar on
French fries; the Senior class stand; melting ice cream sandwiches; “I have the
pleasure of announcing this year’s fair queen, Miss…”; calliope music; Esther
leading the parade; mustard on ox roast sandwiches; “Have you seen my mother?”;
“Can I have another quarter?”; trinkets; “What a darling baby!”; decorating floats;
dressed as a tramp in the parade; money all gone; meeting old friends; winning a
goldfish; a boxing kangaroo; a blazing Niagara Falls and American flag; and sadness
as another Community and School Fair concludes. However, word of mouth, records,
research, and an accumulation of old fair books have convinced me that the majority of
my reflections could not have existed had I chanced to be living during the first twentyfive years of the fair. But enough of my nostalgia and nonsense and on with a more
substantial account of our Spartansburg Community and School Fair.
The following account of the first community fair is quoted from a history, written by
Ralph E. Blakeslee in the 1952 fair book:
“The first Community Fair was held on the grounds of the Stranahan Tavern at
the forks of the County Line and Elgin roads above Concord Corners. The
first officers were: President, Lawrence Colgrove; Vice President, Jeremiah
Baker; Corresponding Secretary, A.J. Millard; Secretary, F.B. Stranahan. The
executive committee was Erastus Lewis, David Baker, John McIntosh, Lewis
Webb and Josiah McCray. The members, paying fifty cents dues, were
recorded in the first secretary’s book and make a fine roster of all the pioneer
families of Concord and Sparta townships. Probably disagreements arising from
the turmoil of the Civil War disrupted the association, beginning about 1858, for it
was disbanded in the early 1860s. It included four townships: Columbus, Wayne,
Concord and Sparta.”
The local fair in Spartansburg began in 1921, although little but the fact that the
Grange Hall served as the exhibition grounds is available. The first recorded history of
the fair can be found in the first fair book,
which was issued in 1927, stating that it is
the seventh annual fair. Under the
auspices of the local fair committee (which
consisted of Charles Thompson,
President; D.V. Kinney, Vice President ;
J.A. Whitney, Secretary) a two day program
of speeches, exhibits, soccer ball,
basketball, band music and games was
provided by the Sparta Vocational High
School. The exhibits were displayed in the
Home Economics Building and the new
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school building, which suggest the probability that this was the first year that
the present site of the fair was utilized. Prizes were donated by local merchants
and businesses such as The Grange National Bank and Supplee Wills Jones Milk Co.
for the best agricultural exhibits. First place for an agricultural demonstration
boasted a trip to the Farm Products Show in Harrisburg.
Performing demonstrations in Home Economics were Virginia Webb, Dorothy Platt,
Mona Jones, and Mary Webb. Prizes were awarded for jelly making to Vera Jamison
and Lulu Burlingame; cone painting to Dorothy Jones and Ethelyn Platt; muffin making
to Pauline Shreve and Irene Gates. School displays consisted of orchard, garden and
farm products assembled and prepared for show. They were awarded the prizes of
$8.00, $5.00 and $3.00 respectively and included competition with grades 1-8 in
Spartansburg, Britton Run, and Harbor Half Schools. The seventh fair also advertises
a horse drawing contest, a basketball game (Sparta vs. Townville) speeches, vocal
contests, music by the Spartans Band, and a basket picnic held on the school grounds.
The ninth annual fair, held on September 20th
and 21st, 1929 displayed “a complete sixteen foot
Blackfoot Indian teepee depicting home life under
aboriginal conditions, with an all accessories
display of Indian costumes, beadwork, drums,
tomahawks, buffalo lances, flints and fossil
remains of the mound builders.”
Jesse Dooher was chairman of the horseshoe
pitching contest and dinner could be obtained at
the Baptist Church and supper at the Methodist
Church. It must be explained to members of my
generation that at this point, the gymnasium, the
present site of the exhibits, had not yet been
erected; therefore, exhibits were shown in the following places: “Competitive grade
school displays in the small room of the school building; Adult and High School
Agricultural exhibits in the large room in the basement of the school building; poultry
and pet stock in the shop room; floral show in the agricultural classroom, and all home
economics in the Home Economics building.”
The ninth fair also mentions the first parade with prizes awarded in three
categories—the best fantastic costume, the most beautiful costume and “a prize of $2
will be given to the leader of
the best handled animal.” It
has also been called to my
attention by word of mouth
that this was the first year that
the traditional ox roast was
held in conjunction with the
fair. There is truth in the
matter that this affair was
held previously. As a matter
of documentation, there is a
photo depicting this event on
September 4, 1907 on the
banks of Clear Lake.
125

SPARTANSBURG COMMUNITY FAIR
The tenth annual fair was the first to be expanded to three days of festivities. By
means of a return engagement, the Steadman Community Players performed the rural
comedy, “Aaron Slick from Pumpkin Creek” at the Grange Hall on Friday night. The
winner of the shoe race for boys, ages 10 to 20, was awarded a jackknife provided by
Guy M. Fish and an all wool comforter was awarded by Tauber Woolen Mills to the
winner of the Home Economics Sweepstakes. An advertisement in the 1930 fair book
which deserves mention, states the following: “The Palace Theatre, Union City, For
Perfect Talkies.” Agricultural demonstrations were given by Blaine Crosby and Robert
Crosby portraying “Pit Storage of Potatoes” and the “Value of Dairy Records” by
Eugene Stranahan and Donald Gates. Mary Dooher and Beatrice Boyd exhibited
salads. The preparation and serving of lunches were displayed by Winifred Kenniston
and Virginia Clark.
By way of contrast, it is comforting to find that the fair as I have known it was not
as commercialized. The following account is written in the 1932 fair book:
The purpose of this fair is to promote and encourage better farm living in this
community. This can be done only as the people of the community cooperate
and bring in their exhibits. In this way each one will see how he ranks with his
neighbor in the raising of farm products, thus comparing methods and
learning something from the other.
The twelfth annual fair was also the first to institute a baby clinic, which provided
medical examinations for ”babies and children up to and entering school this fall.” The
clinic was conducted under the direction of Dr. Earnest and Dr. Thompson. The 1932
fair book boasted of the introduction of the new cattle barn in which livestock would be
displayed, and it was also during this year that agricultural prizes were increased by 25
cents to $1.75 for first place. The parade also expanded to include categories for the
best appearing pony, the oldest man, the tallest man, and the most dilapidated car
running on its own power.
An innovation which has since faded was the practice of “Fair Day Specials” at the
business
establishments
in the
community. The
Imperial
Restaurant,
Frances
Farmington,
Manager, offered
a “special dinner,
including
dessert” for 45
cents; D.V.
Kinney, grocer,
sold a 1 ½ can
of Crisco for 35
cents and Blue
Star coffee for
29 cents; Charles Torrey and Rex Still offered family haircuts for $1.00; Leon Morris
would sell you pliers for 10 cents or canvas gloves for 5 cents; and Guy M. Fish would
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completely grease any car for 98 cents. This is also the first mention of the traditional
free act which was “The Accordion Gypsies” and the proverbial Booster Badge,
although it is simply referred to as the “tag.” By way of comparison, it is interesting to
note that at this point the number of possible entries in home economics and
agricultural displays resembles the present.
The thirteenth annual fair was the first to be incorporated into an organization
holding a state charter. R.V. Shreve was president; Charles Torrey, vice-president ; and
J.A. Whitney, secretary.
By this time, the pattern of the fair had become well established. During the
consecutive fairs, many innovations were added, but failed to survive. Some of these
deserve mention. In 1934, the school play “Here Comes Charlie” was presented at the
Grange Hall on Friday evening of the fair and in 1935, “Listen to Leon” was presented
under the direction of Miss Leora Stranahan with the following cast of players: Neil
Burton, Maxine Kinney, Dorothy Bliely, Claude Stoke, Vernal Torrey, Clifford Miller,
Margaret Garnett and Mary Dooher.
The sixteenth annual fair instituted the decoration of school floats and offered a
prize of $5.00 for first place. This is one innovation that many succeeding classes have
appreciated the survival of because I am certain that they, as well as I, have many fond
memories of planning and executing these floats amidst yards of crepe paper. The
parade committee, comprised of Herb Garnett and Wave Blakeslee, offered prizes to
the largest family, the tallest man and the fattest man in the parade. Again, these are
presently non-existent.
The nineteenth annual fair in 1939 was the first to be advertised as being “Opened
Day and Night” as it was during this year that a new lighting system was installed. It is
also interesting to note that a special prize for this year was an eleven piece Pyrex set,
which was displayed at Morris Hardware.
The effects of World War II are reflected in the years 1942-1944. The fair books
for the years ’42 and ’44 state that “all events will
be held on Eastern War Time.” The 1942 fair
book in itself is a classic illustration of public
spirit that prevailed during these years as a
result of our entry into the war. The front page
displays the slogan “Food for Freedom” with a
large “V” as background. War Savings Stamps
were offered as prizes for the amusement
contests. The effects of the war are more
evident in the year 1943, as this was the first
year in the history of the community fair that the
event was not produced.
The year 1944 then, became the year of the
23rd Community Fair and Ox Roast. From the
appearance of the fair book for that year, it must
have been doubtful that the fair would exist, as
not only did the categories for entries lessen, but
also the premiums.
Perhaps the years 1945 to 1950 can be
established as the years in which our present
pattern of the fair was standardized. For all
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practical purposes, the fair book for 1945 resembles each succeeding year.
The free act was re-established during these years and in 1946 the first gala display of
fireworks was presented, probably in celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
fair. Carol Staskiewicz, née Rogers, was crowned the first fair queen in 1949 under
the initial supervision and direction of Miss Lucy Morris and Guy M. Fish. This has
since become one of the most enthusiastically supported and exciting events of the fair.
(A list of all queens can be found listed in the current fair book page 13).
It seems appropriate at this point in this history of the
Spartansburg Community and School Fair to compile a list
of those people who throughout the years have unselfishly,
diligently, and faithfully given of their time and talents in the
preparation and execution of such; however, in the interest
of space and the fear of forgetting even one name, I will
simply state that although their names go unmentioned, their
efforts are not unlauded.
I would, however, be remiss not to mention Mr. and Mrs.
C.F. Henry Wuestoff, who as former members of the
Spartansburg School faculty were instrumental in organizing
the first fair.
And so concludes this history of the Spartansburg
Community and School Fair. If it has kindled one memory,
enlightened one mind, or preserved one thought, then it has
served its purpose and justifies the time spent on it.
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The Second Fifty
by Deborah Fish Stranahan
Half of a century ago, I sat down at my 1961 vintage, portable, manual Remington
Monarch typewriter (correction ink and tape at hand) with the task of compiling a
history of the Spartansburg Fair. At the time, I was expecting our son and found that
sitting and typing for any amount of time was not in my comfort zone. Fifty years have
transpired, the much awaited bundle of joy is now a grown man and I find myself with
the identical task of compiling a history of the second fifty years. This edition, I sit at an
electronic keyboard with a blinking cursor on an illuminated screen that beckons my
next word and corrects my subtle and blatant errors automatically. My wildest thoughts
cannot perceive the device on which the author of the third account of this trilogy will
report The Third Fifty!
To begin, perhaps the most significant event that has occurred in the last fifty
years, is the move to the new fairgrounds on Jefferson Street in 1977. Uncertainty
concerning the consolidation of the Spartansburg School with another district, led the
fair board and directors to search for property within the borough to certain the fair’s
continuation. In 1975 a search began, and having been approached by the committee,
Herman Winans graciously agreed to sell his strawberry field at the end of Jefferson
Street. He was reluctant at first, but according to an interview with Assistant Secretary
Roger Stranahan in the Titusville Herald, “Mr. Winans agreed to the sale when he
became aware of the school situation.” In 1976, the officers of the fair association
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purchased the land for $10,000 and ambitiously proposed the construction of three
buildings: a 40x100 home show building, a 36 x100 horse barn and a 30x100 cattle
barn. Matching funds ($63,596) were obtained from the Pennsylvania Fair Fund for
grounds and buildings. The remaining funds were obtained from the borough and
township. A well was drilled and electricity installed during that year. Horse Barn 2,
the Berkey barn, was
meticulously dismantled from the
school grounds and transferred
to its present site in 1979. The
building was dedicated to Telford
S. Berkey a beloved agriculture
teacher at Spartansburg Merged
School. A plaque
commemorating his life was
added in 1969. Home Show 2
was erected in 1987. The dirt
floors of the home show buildings
were muddy at times and difficult
to maintain. Fortunately, in 1983
Mr. Harry Firth had a dream (so
the story goes) that he would
provide funding to cement the
floor of Home Show 1. That
vision became a reality shortly
after that!
In 1997, an additional 25 acres were purchased at the south end of the grounds,
and 50 feet were purchased on the west end. Additional properties include the Ross
house, the Earls’ property as well as 1.4 acres on the west.
To say that the fair has grown exponentially during the last fifty years in acreage
as well as expansion in monetary growth and participation would be an understatement
at best. Approximately 15 buildings have been added. These include privately built
concerns as well as those of the Fair Association’s. The beautifully landscaped
centerpiece of the grounds, a gazebo, was added in 1989. A 70 site camping area, a
tractor pull/demolition derby, horse show, and practice arenas have been developed.
Chain link fencing around the perimeter of the grounds was completed in 2010. Wells
have been drilled, bleachers have been donated, roofs have been repaired, and the
midway has been paved. A phone was finally installed in 1980! Needless to say,
many improvements and innovations have been added and it is impossible to list each
specifically.
Entertainment venues began from the humble beginnings of knife throwers, dogs
performing unbelievable tricks, singing groups, magicians, a boxing kangaroo, lemon
pie eating contests, acrobats and tight rope walkers, all performed on a make shift
stage at the back of the school on Water Street. I have loving memories of my dad,
Guy M. Fish, who was the Master of Ceremonies for several years, introducing death
defying acts of all kinds, or so they seemed to me as a child. How proud my dad
would be to know that his great grandson, Kyle Guy Jewell, has assumed his title of
Master of Ceremonies.
Throughout the last fifty years, entertainment has evolved into many different
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forms. A premiere event, the 5K race on Labor Day, was introduced by Fair Director
Dean Maynard in 1989, which has become a much awaited event to herald the beginning
of each fair.
With the completion of a separate arena, a tractor pull and horse pull contests have
continued since 1940. A demolition derby (2009) and most recently, a genuine western
rodeo have made their debuts. Through the years, there have been milking, fiddling, log
loading, needle threading, cracker eating, turkey and husband calling, as well as rolling
pin and toilet seat throwing contests! Whew! Folks have participated in people pulls, tug
of war games, married couple shoe races, and have even chased greased pigs! They
have played Bingo fervently, watched anxiously as a cow relieves herself on a random
square during Cow Patty Bingo and listened and watched to a myriad of rock and country
bands, singing groups and dancers. An amateur talent show (a revival from 1948) was
re-introduced in 1978 and continued until 1988. Children have competed in three
wheeler races, tractor pulls, pumpkin growing contests, rabbit dress-ups, basketball
shoots and scarecrow decorating. They have entered their most prized vegetables,
flowers and artistic endeavors, as well as calves, ponies, pigs and chickens.
In 1979, at the suggestion of President William Scouten, a Vesper Service became
a “Sunday night of the fair event.” Congregations and church leaders of the community
have convened regularly since the inception of this service,
And what would our fair be without the midway? Nineteen-thirty-seven saw the
arrival of the first Ferris wheel and carousel. Since 1952, twelve amusement
companies have provided thrill seekers with loop-a-plane rides of gravity defying
heights and whirls,
to the
mesmerizing
merry-go-round.
The fair was
not celebrated in
2020 because of

the Covid virus, which also dictated a scaled down version of
the midway in 2021; however, this year, in which we celebrate
the 100th anniversary of the Spartansburg Community Fair,
the midway will be replete with scream qualifying thrills.
In 1951, Booster Badges came onto the scene to aide in
financing the fair. Attendees were approached by school
students with“Buy a Booster Badge,” and a jingle of a coffee
can into which their voluntary 25¢ admission fee and the
bottom portion of the badge were deposited. Three drawings
of the badges occurred daily with a grand prize drawing of $25
on Saturday night before the fireworks. Lucky recipients might
return home with either a fine electric mixer, donated by Ellis
Carload Day; a set of matching bowls from Morris’s Hardware;
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three quarts of motor oil from Duke Diemer’s Esso Station; or a free haircut from Rex
Still’s Barber Shop! Booster Badges met their demise with the move to the new
fairgrounds in 1978, with a somewhat regulated fee at the gate of $1 a day or $2 for the
week. Over the years, the entrance fee has risen to $4 a day or $9 for a weekly pass.
Winter storage fees for recreational vehicles, established in 1980 have assisted with
rising costs, also.
During the 1960s and 70s, the fair was a four day event, and previous to those
years it was held for three days. In the neophyte stage, it was a two day exposition in
the basement of the Grange Hall. The year 1976 began a five day event; 1978, a six
day event; and finally it was extended to seven days in 1980 and continues as such. In
1991 Senior Citizens were treated to their very own special day with games, free
admission, special entertainment and the coronation of both a Senior King and Queen!
This special day has also continued to be a regular
PRONTO
Thursday of the fair occurrence.
PUP was a
For many years, each high school class operated a
brand of
food booth or tent to help finance their senior class trip to
corn dogWashington, D.C. Perhaps the Freshman class sold
the
cupcakes or cookies, the Juniors sold subs or the Spanish
company
Club sold Pronto Pups. The Senior class stand, however,
is still in
provided an array of sandwiches, pies and beverages.
business.
The aforementioned classes also entered floats in the
parade to compete for cash prizes to increase funding for
the Washington trip; however, with the move to the new
fairgrounds and the consolidation of the classes into other districts, these traditions
faded into golden memories.
Since 1949, seventy-two young ladies have had the esteemed privilege of reigning
over the Spartansburg Fair and forty-two princesses have been crowned. A new
category, Junior Miss, debuted this
royal event in 2018, which adds three
additional names to the esteemed list.*
Until the school’s merger, the student
body selected a representative for the
queen contest from each high school
class. The queen was selected from
the four candidates by student ballots
and with much conjecture and flourish,
the queen of the fair was announced
during the pageant on the first
night of the fair. Fond memories of
Lucy Morris organizing the
coronation and my dad nervously
announcing the new queen pop into
my mind.
And the memories and
traditions continue:
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Esther Allen, leading the parade on horseback, the
emblazoned American flag fading with the last fizzle of the
fireworks, cinnamon taffy, the wafting of beckoning fair
food, new romances, old friends, new babies, mud soaked
shoes, vinegar on French fries from the Sportsmen’s
stand…
While writing this account, my thoughts have turned
to Henry Wuesthoff. He began his teaching career at
Spartansburg Vocational School and originated the
first fair in the basement of the Grange Hall in 1921.
What would he think of the many changes, the growth
and the commitment to his initiative for the last 100
years? Also, I have have thought of a very long list of
dedicated community members who have perpetuated this
celebration for 100 years. Indeed, the list is very long.
Finally, in his account of the fair written in 1952, Ralph Blakeslee ends with:
“And so the years go by and various names come and go among the officers
and the fair goes on. It is hoped from this humble beginning, a very interesting
history may develop and anyone can have a share in the making and
recording.”
And so with a repetitive and final paragraph from my account of the first fifty years,
I conclude my history of the Second Fifty of the Spartansburg Community Fair.
“If it has kindled one memory, enlightened one mind, or preserved one thought,
then it has served its purpose and justifies each moment of time spent on it.”

The Spartansburg Community Fair thanks Debbie Stranahan
for her reflections on 100 years of the fair.

1

Waiting for the 1976 Fair Parade are: (L-R)~Jesse Goodwill (Treasurer ’42-’64,
Director ’47-’78), Milton Blakeslee (Director ’65-’78), Harland Burlingame
(President ’48, VP ’47 Director ’47-’84), R. Val Shreve (President ’47, ’51, ’63,
Director ’47-’79) These men are among the earliest oﬃcials of the fair and were
still actively involved when the fair moved to its current location in 1977.
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1939~ the 19th Fair
~the 10th Fair Parade
1955~Class Float waiting
for the parade to start.
Class Floats were a big
part of the parades
until the high school
students were moved
to Corry schools.
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1968~ the 47th Fair- at the school grounds- & there is a line for French fries
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Displays in the
gymnasium at the
55th Fair in 1976the last year that
the fair was held
at the school.

Fairland Amusements provided the carnival at the school for several years. Then
they moved with the fair to the “new” fairgrounds in 1977.

We

In 1988, the carnival rides were provided by Horstmann Amusements- the same
Mr. Horstmann who now provides us with hot sausage sandwiches!

The 1st queen, Carol
Rogers (1949) and
the 1st princess, Kim
Snapp (1972) share
an umbrella during
the parade.
The Queen and
Princess contest,
along with the
Jr. Miss contest
remain a great kickoﬀ to each new fair.
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